Rep. Donato honored by Massachusetts
Family Resource Genters

Special to The Advocate

tate Representative Paul J.

Donato was honored to re-
ceive an award from Family Re-
source Centersatarecentevent.

A statement released by Rep.
Donato’s office reads: Family Re-
source Centers grew out of the
knowledge that when families
are brought together, without
court intervention, outcomes
are vastly improved. Between
2005 and 2012, myself, other
legislators, DCF, families, and
many non-profit stakeholders
involved in the system collabo-
rated to reform the CHINS (Chil-
dren in Need of Service) pro-
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State Representative Paul J. Donato is shown with Judge Joan M.
McMenemy and Glenn Daly of EOHHS at the awards ceremony

hosted by Massach Family e Centers.

Historic Artwork from Malden Artist
Darius Cobb is Featured in Ken
Burns ‘American Revolution’ Series

Malden Public Library is Among Area
Institutions Featuring Cobb’s Diverse Works

Special to The Advocate

alden, MA - Paintings

from local artist Darius
Cobb (1834-1919) areamong
the artistic renderings of the
events of the War of Indepen-
dence that are featured in the
new Ken Burns six-part series,
The American Revolution.

In part one of the series,
which premiered on Nov. 16,
Cobb's painting The Destruc-
tion of Tea in Boston Harbor,
helps depict the events of
Dec. 16, 1773, when Boston's

ARTISTl SEE PAGE n rsCobb’spainting,'lhe Uniform.
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Holiday Events and
Volunteer Opportunities

ello, Friends of the Malden
Public Library!

As we approach the holi-

day season and the end of the

year, we have a few exciting an-

nouncementsand opportunities
togetinvolved with the Friends.
Tuesday, December2,7-8 p.m.:

HOLIDAY | st PAGE 17

WINTER.

Boak Sale”

Saturday Dec 13th 10am-2pm

Malden Publie Library Frisnds' Book Roam
7% Salem 5t Malden, MA
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Sons of Liberty protested King
George’s tax on tea by dump-
ing over 300 cases of East India
tea into Boston Harbor. Cobb, a
twin who was born in Malden,
painted several historically sig-
nificant works, including The
Battle of Bunker Hill, The Evac-
uation of Boston by the British,
and Washington on Dorches-
ter Heights. Cobb also painted
society portraits, landscapes,
religious themes and political
paintings.

Historian Ed Cobb - the
great-grandson of the artist -
said Ken Burns' documenta-
ry production company ap-
proached him in 2023. Ed, who
is currently working on a book
about Darius and twin broth-
er Cyrus' Civil War paintings and
letters, provided the production
team with more than 30 images
and documents related to the
Cobb brothers'works.

Artwork by Darius and Cyrus
can be seen throughout Bos-
ton, including Faneuil Hall,
the Museum of Fine Arts Bos-
ton, and the Malden Public Li-
brary (MPL), which displays
more than a dozen Darius
Cobb paintings, including The
Uniform, Spring Blossoms,
Owl’'s Head, Maine Landscape,
Christ Before Pilate, Portrait of
Sylvanus Cobb Sr, as well as
a Mount Desert Island Etch-
ing. The piece, Washington on
Dorchester Heights, was dis-
played in the National Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution
Building in Washington, D.C.

Though born after the actu-
al events of America’s revolu-
tion, Darius Cobb lived atatime
when the memories of the war
with England were related di-
rectly by veterans who expe-
rienced the events as told in
Burns’documentary.

“We have a proud family leg-
acy, with many within the Cobb
family fighting in the Revolu-
tionary and Civil Wars,” said Ed
Cobb."Darius expertly captured
some of these important mo-
ments in history.”

Ed Cobb, who is a retired re-
search associate at Cornell Uni-
versity, shared that “when de-
ciding where to donate my
great-grandfather’s artwork,
| visited numerous museums
and libraries. When | met with
Dora [MPLs director], she was
so excited about the history

Destruction of Tea in Boston Harbor painting.

and the art. | chose to donate
to Malden over other libraries
and museums because they
were so passionate about my
great-grandfather’s extraordi-
nary artwork.

“Over the past seven years,
I've donated over a dozen Dar-
ius Cobb paintings and etch-
ings to the Malden Public Li-
brary, including portraits, land-
scapes, and historic works. One
of the reasons that | donate
paintings to Malden Public Li-
brary is because they have the
funds from their Trust and pri-
vate donors to restore these
paintings, as needed. | know
they'll give these paintings the
attention they deserve and the
restoration they may need,’ Ed
Cobb continued.

“The Malden Public Library
is honored to have numerous
pieces from acclaimed artist
Darius Cobb in our collection.
The Library’s onsite art gallery
features art from the 1600s
through present day, and many
of our featured artists - includ-
ing Darius Cobb - were born
in Malden. It’s our pleasure to
showcase these local talents in
our gallery, and we're thrilled
thatawhole new audience can

enjoy Darius Cobb's artwork
through this new Ken Burns se-
ries,"said Dora St. Martin, direc-
tor of the Malden Public Library.

The Library’sart collection ex-
ists because of the generosity
of its founder Elisha Converse
and his wife, Mary, who created
a special Trust to purchase and
display art in the city. The col-
lection is owned by the Malden
Public Library’s Trust and over-
seen by their dedicated Board
of Trustees. The gallery is free
and open to the public.

Artist Darius Cobb was born
in Malden in 1834, the son of
abolitionist minister Sylvanus
Cobb. Sylvanus and his wife, Eu-
nice Hale Waite Cobb, had twin
sons Darius and Cyrus. The two
brothers served together in the
44th Massachusetts Regiment
during the Civil War —and both
became well known artists.
Darius and Cyrus were born in
the Old Parsonage in Malden,
once home to the Reverend Jo-
seph Emerson (1700-1767), the
great-grandfather of Ralph Wal-
do Emerson. The house, also a
station on the Underground
Railroad during the Civil War, is
located just three blocks from
the Malden Public Library.



