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Malden observes solemn

orial Day Ceremonies

isshown

d

Mayor Gary Chri
ceremonies at Forest Dale Cemetery. ((ourtesy photo)

Special to The Advocate

espite the rain, Mayor Gary
Christenson and Fire Com-
missioner Emery Haskell wel-
comed elected officials and the
Malden community on Memo-

rial Day at Forest Dale Ceme-
teryto honorthe menand wom-
en who gave the ultimate sac-
rifice for our Nation's freedom.
Commissioner Haskell, Retired
U.S. Commander Naval Surface
Forces Atlantic, who is also a

Bronze Star Recipient for meri-
torious achievement in Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom, emceed the
ceremony.The Boy Scouts led all
in the Pledge of Allegiance, and
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Spring is a time of rejuvenation at
the Malden Public Library

Workers are shown repairing the atrium recently.

Special to The Advocate

he Malden Public Library
(MPL) Board of Trustees is
undertaking several restoration
projects this spring to preserve

the historic Converse Memorial
Building. All expenses related to
the Library’s maintenance, up-
keep and restoration projects
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MOA Comedy Night raises $11K+ for recovery support services!

Special to The Advocate

Laughter,hopeand communi-
ty filled the room on May 14,
2026, evening as Malden Over-
coming Addiction (MOA) host-
ed its annual Comedy Night
fundraiser — raising more than
$11,000 to support recovery
coach services, sober home
scholarship assistance and oth-
er recovery initiatives through-
out the community. The event
brought together residents, ad-
vocates, families, community
leaders and supporters for an
evening centered on healing,
resilience and second chanc-

Malden Overcoming Addiction (MOA) President Paul Hammersley
(left) and Mayor Gary Christenson are shown during MOA’s annual
Comedy Night fundraiser. (urtesy photo)

es. Guests heard powerful sto-
ries from speakers Marty, Va-
nessa and Michelle, who shared
personal experiences of recov-
ery, redemption and hope. The
speakers emphasized theimpor-
tance of connection, compas-
sion and continued support for
individuals and families impact-
ed by substance use disorder.
Theyalso highlighted the ongo-
ing work of The Bridge Recovery
Centerand the MOA parent sup-
port group in helping them and
others navigate recovery.

The evening opened with
Mayor Gary Christenson thank-
ing MOA for its continued efforts

to reduce stigma, raise aware-
nessand help prevent overdose
fatalities throughout the city.
The mayor reaffirmed the city’s
commitment to supporting re-
covery initiatives and commu-
nity partnerships.

MOA President Paul Hammer-
sley shared part of his own per-
sonal recovery journey and of-
fered heartfelt thanks to May-
or Christenson for believing in
him, recognizing his potential
and giving him an opportunity
during a pivotal time in his life.
He thanked everyone in atten-
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